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Families forced off land and into illegal plots as 
minister plans to give police greater powers 


by Tracy McVeigh Social Affairs Editor 

and Oftvec Morrison 

Human rights campaigners have con 
detuned a w me of evictions and court 
action* against Gipsies and Irish Tnn 
clkrv which thtn siv are threatening to 

extinguish a w hole wav of life. 

Horens ui families face the prospect of 
Ivmg pushed off plots of land the\ p« n 
and forced to move back into illegal ’‘side 
of- the nv*d" and wasteland camping. Chil- 
dren mil be unahie to go to school and the 


elderly and infirm unahie to access health 
services, sav the campaigners 

F.ric Pickles, the communities and local 
government minister, is drafting new law s 
to allow police more powers to ev ict and 
arrest people for trespass on public land 
Planning law s are also being changed to 
stop applications for retrospective per 
mission to put caravans on pm ate land 
Pickles has already announced the 
reversal of previous efforts to provide 
“pitches’* within all local authorities, 
abolishing the regional planning hod 
ie* w Inch were to oversee provision of 



TWe of the $t) children who are facing eviction, with their families, from Dale Farm, near 

Basildon In E ssev Photogi «iph by Susan Craig- Greene 
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registered sin * for travellers and case 

the tensions caused by Gypsies being 
forced to camp illegally 

The grants that h.nl been made avail- 
able to councils to provide sites have 
also been slashed, although an estimated 
£lBm a i ear is being spent on evictions. 

“Gypsies are being squeezed on all 
sides m this w ave of intolerance and 
racism w liich is unlike anything I’ve ever 
seen before,’ said Gratton Pincoti, 60, a 
founder member of the Gypsy Council 
T here are around IH.OOO C.ypsv and 
Traveller caravans in Inglnnd, with 
80“.. of them on authorised sites, land 
the\ own or rent The numbers on illegal 
sites is so small, according to the govern 
menfs ow n reports, that they could all 
he ac commodated on one square mile 
I'he clnmpdown comes against a 
background of rising attacks against 
Roma people in I uropr which has led 
to a demand for the F.U to tackle what 
some are calling an attempted “ethnic 
cleansing" of travelling people. France 
has intensified its crackdown on Gyp- 
sies, announcing that .TOO sites would he 
closed down in the next three months 
and anv Gypsies found breaking the law 
would l>e deported. In 2008 the Italian 
government declared its Roma popula- 
tion was a national security risk, while in 
200^ more than 100 Romanian Gypsies 
were attacked with bricks and bottles in 
Ireland and driven from their homes. 

I n Essex, where the statutory require- 
ment for the provision of sites to accom- 
modate 1(M travelling people has now 
gone with the abolition of the regional 
planning assemblies. Basildon council 
issued an eviction notice last week on 
eight families living on their own land at 
one site, it is also embroiled in a court 
battle to evict a further 70 families from 
a site at Dale Farm, on the outskirts of the 
town. At the former scrapyard, bought by 
Irish Travellers 10 years ago and slowly 
t ransfo rmed into aca iav an park, families 
have been buying ictus m preparation 
for their eviction- The camp s SO or so 
children have no idea whether thev will 


return to their primary school after the 
summer holiday's. 

“There is a very real sense of fear and 
people are very worried, especially the 



Mary Ann 
McCarthy, an Irish 
Traveller 'We’ve 
never been treated 
as badly as we 
are now.' 
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old people There’s people here ill and 
infirm who can’t he going hack on the 
road and there’s now here to go." said 
Margaret McCarthy; 45. a mother of two 
who. like many others on the site, has 
vowed to fight the eviction, planning 
blockades and protests. 

“They ’re tn mg to destroy our pride 
and our dignity. The British govern- 
ment is trx ing to do aw ay with Gypsies, 
ft’s scandalous, but nobody is watching, 
so nobody will help." 

“It's seen as the last bastion of racism. 
It’s not socially acceptable to express 
racism against ethnic minorities, but 
against Gypsies and travellers it’s fine," 
said Emma Nuttall ol the support group 
Friends. Families and Travellers, 

“We are getting more and more calls 
from families who are in a panic about 
v ran i ml can’t go, desperately 

try ing to find bits of land thev can buy 
and get planning permission for before 

the laws change, just so their kids can go 
to school* 1 


v umuiiNMon MOtland issoconct 
the wax mam local newspapers 
sen ting issues with Gypsies, and tl 
remarks left on their noticeboai 
it is contacting media outlets “to 
them that moderation of online ex 
boards is crucial in order to pro 
incitement of racial hatred" 

At Hale Farm, Mary Ann McC; 
insists on an inspection of her ii 
late static caravan and savs the 

tN l H ‘ " a j. rtx K>T-4es” is not tru 
travellers are very house nn 

jiKvay s get a few people who leay 

nit so does any community." V 
horse drawn caravan, she is w 

, ' ' b > farmers w ho relied 01 
V S to pick seasonal fruit and at 

where their horses were prired 

have never been treat « 
well, but it’s never been as bad 
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